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older Americans living in poverty has de-
creased by nearly 25 percent since 1959.

These trends reinforce that our efforts
over the last 7 years to strengthen Medicare
and Social Security, while also paying down
the debt, have been successful. However,
there is still a tremendous amount to be done
to ensure the well-being of all older Ameri-
cans, which is becoming more critical as the
baby-boomers approach their senior years.
By 2030, one in five Americans, 70 million
people, will be 65 years of age or older.

We need to prepare for the inevitable
health and financial challenges that confront
Medicare and Social Security. As an impor-
tant first step in that direction, we should
follow Vice President Gore’s suggestion to
take Medicare off budget. If we do, we will
ensure that Medicare payroll taxes are only
used for Medicare. We should also mod-
ernize and strengthen Medicare by making
the program more competitive as well as pro-
viding for a long overdue and voluntary pre-
scription drug benefit. I urge Congress to
work this fall across party lines to improve
our seniors’ health security and pass these
important reforms.

Remarks at a Dinner for Hillary
Clinton in New York City
August 10, 2000

First of all, I want to thank John and
Margo and Dennis and Mike and Peter and
everybody else that made this dinner possible
tonight. And I’d like to thank Attorney Gen-
eral Spitzer and Comptroller McCall for
coming. And all the rest of you, I thank you
for being here for Hillary and for our coun-
try.

I can be quite brief, but I won’t be.
[Laughter] I will be. I will be. The only thing
that I’m concerned about in this election is
whether people really know what it is about
and believe it’s important. In over 200 years,
the American people have almost always got-
ten it right when they had the facts and the
time to digest them, and that’s why we’re
all still around here, why it’s still a great
country. It’s why we’ve done what we’ve
done as a people and taken in wave after
wave after wave of immigrants and met crisis

after crisis, challenge after challenge. De-
mocracy actually works.

And we have to trust the people, if they
know what it’s about. And the only thing—
as I said, what’s concerned me is I have re-
peatedly seen stories to the effect that many
people didn’t think this was such a big elec-
tion. I mean, after all, things are going so
well, and you couldn’t mess up the economy
if you tried, so is it really a big deal? And
then the second thing that’s bothered me is
I’ve seen lots of stories which indicate that
people don’t have any idea what the real dif-
ferences are between the parties, the can-
didates for President, the candidates for the
New York Senate race and other things.

A big story in USA Today about 3 weeks
ago: What’s the difference in the Vice Presi-
dent and Governor Bush’s economic policy?
A story just 10 days ago interviewing subur-
ban women who favored greater gun safety
legislation—our candidate had a six-point
lead. And then when this polling outfit just
read the positions of the two candidates—
and by the way, they had nothing to do with
either party; this was an independent polling
outfit—they just said, ‘‘Okay, here’s their po-
sitions’’—they went from 45 to 39, to 57 to
29.

So what I want to say to you—you came
here tonight; you’ve helped Hillary. I am pro-
foundly grateful, and I want to say a few
words about that. But every one of you has
friends who are less political than you are.
Every one of you has friends who may not
even be active Democrats. You have net-
works of people you contact. And what I want
to ask you to do is to remind people that
this is a big election. And how many times
in your lifetime have you a chance to vote
in an election solely on the basis of how we
can use this astonishing prosperity and social
progress and national self-confidence to
build the future of our dreams for our kids?
It may never happen again in your lifetime.
So to pretend that this is like a no-
consequence election because we don’t feel
like we’re on the edge of a cliff about to be
pushed off, I think is a grave error.

The second thing I want to say is, there
are huge differences. And we mustn’t be shy
in pointing out to the best of our ability what
we think those honest differences are. We
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don’t have to say bad things about our adver-
saries, but we do have to say what the dif-
ferences are.

It tickles me—a lot of these folks that
spent years kind of attacking their opponents,
now act like the Democrats are being nega-
tive if they just point out what the voting
record was. [Laughter] It’s like, ‘‘How dare
you do something so mean. I have a right
to keep from the people what my positions
are.’’ [Laughter]

So we have to create a climate here where
we have a good old-fashioned election: no
personal destruction; no personal attacks; an
honest effort to identify what the major
issues are, what the stakes are, and what the
differences are; and just trust the people.

And I can just tell you that there are mas-
sive differences on economic policy, on crime
policy, on education policy, on the environ-
ment, on health care policy, on a woman’s
right to choose, and the appointment of
judges and the ratification of judges, the ap-
proval in the Senate. And the American peo-
ple need to know what they’re doing here.
And we just need to trust them. But you need
to help us with clarity of choice.

The second thing I’d like to say in asking
Hillary to come up here is that I’m actually
very proud of her for doing this after all we’ve
been through the last 8 years, and most of
it’s been quite wonderful. But all our friends
who leave the White House and go back to
private life tell us that they don’t even get
out of physical pain for about 6 months—
[laughter]—that they had no idea how tired
they were until they left. And we were look-
ing forward to spending the last year making
all these trips together, having people come
into the White House. And it’s wonderful to
have our daughter home, and she can come
campaign with Hillary and make a few trips
with me. But we wanted to have this last year
just to celebrate the millennial year and have
more of these lectures that Hillary organized
and celebrate the preservation of our natural
heritage.

And instead, she decided, for the first time
in 30 years, to actually get in and run for
herself instead of help somebody else do it.
And she did it after a half a dozen or so New
York House Members came and asked her
to consider doing it and then traveling all

over the State and concluding that the work
that she’d done all of her adult life is basically
the kind of thing that New York needs and
wants now.

And I just want to remind you of a few
things. First of all, when I met her in 1971,
in the springtime, she was already completely
obsessed with the issues of children and fam-
ilies, and she took an extra year in law school
to work at the Yale Child Study Center and
the children’s ward of the Yale University
hospital, so that when she got a law degree
she would actually have detailed knowledge
about health, psychological, and other issues
relating to children and their parents.

Secondly, the first job she ever had was
for a group that became the Children’s De-
fense Fund.

Thirdly, when she came home to Arkansas
to be with me, she—and we helped Jimmy
Carter get elected President—she became
the youngest chair ever of the Legal Services
Corporation to try to provide legal aid to poor
people.

Then when I became Governor, she
helped to establish a neonatal nursery at the
Children’s Hospital in our home State, what
my predecessor affectionately, or not so af-
fectionately, referred to as a small Southern
State. By the time we left—Hillary ran all
the fundraising every year for the Children’s
Hospital, did all that. By the time we left
office, the Arkansas Children’s Hospital was
the seventh biggest children’s hospital in the
United States of America.

And after she became First Lady, she has
worked on dramatically improving the adop-
tion laws, making it easier for people to do
cross-racial adoptions, getting a $5,000 tax
credit for people who adopt children with
disabilities, doing more for children who age
out of foster care—a really big issue in New
York State, a huge issue—doing more to give
health insurance for children, doing more to
promote child care and to deal with the chal-
lenges of early childhood.

There’s really—I doubt very seriously that
any person has ever been First Lady who’s
had the range of detailed involvement and
interests she has. And along the way, she
wrote a best selling book and gave 100 per-
cent of the profits away to children’s charity.
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And in 30 years, all she ever did was try
to help other people. Every year I was Gov-
ernor, she gave away lots and lots of income
to help other people. This is the first time
she’s ever, ever done anything where she was
asking people to help her. And all I can tell
you is, in the over 30 years now I’ve been
involved in politics in one way or another,
I have worked with hundreds of people that
I liked and admired, that I thought were gift-
ed, patriotic, and devoted. There is no ques-
tion, even though you can say, well, I’m bi-
ased, and I’ll get a better night’s sleep if I
say this—[laughter]—but I’m just telling you,
I love my country enough to say that even
though I’m kind of missing this last year that
we had looked forward to, I’m glad she’s
doing it. Because of all the people I’ve ever
known, I have never known anybody that had
the same combination of mind and heart and
knowledge and organizational ability and
constancy—constancy—I’m talking about 30
years of constancy—that she has.

So if you will get her elected, she will be
a magnificent Senator. And all these people
who wonder whether they should be for her
now because—why is she doing this now, and
why is she doing it in New York—after she’s
been there about 60 days, they will never
have another question. They will never have
another question.

So what you’ve got to do is get out here
and stir around and tell people that. Tell peo-
ple what the differences are between her and
her opponent and what the two parties’ dif-
ferences are and personally validate what you
see and know. And if you do, she’s going to
win. And it won’t be long until everybody
else will think they voted for her, too.
[Laughter]

Thank you very much. Please come up,
Hillary.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts John and Margo Catsimatidis; dinner
cohosts Dennis Mehiel, Michael Sherman, and
Panayiotis (Peter) Papanicolaou; New York State
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer; New York State
Comptroller H. Carl McCall; and Republican
Presidential nominee Gov. George W. Bush of
Texas.

Statement on Electronic Claims for
Health Care Transactions

August 11, 2000

Every day, tens of thousands of health
claims are submitted to insurers and other
payers by our Nation’s health care providers.
These billing forms are often incomprehen-
sible, inconsistent, and duplicative, fre-
quently serving little useful purpose. They
waste the time and financial resources of our
talented health care professionals and can re-
sult in higher premiums and lower quality
of care.

With today’s release of new national stand-
ards for electronic claims for health care
transactions, we are taking a major step to-
wards eliminating burdensome, time-con-
suming, and wasteful paperwork that costs
the Nation’s health care system billions of
dollars each year. In fact, the Department
of Health and Human Services estimates that
these administrative simplification regula-
tions will achieve a net savings to the health
care system of nearly $30 billion over the
next 10 years.

As we use our new technology to stream-
line our health care system, we will maintain
our absolute commitment to protect the
sanctity and privacy of medical records. The
standards we are releasing today will be re-
quired to be implemented consistent with
the privacy regulation that we will be final-
izing later this year.

Today’s action is a win for patients and
health care providers alike. When we save
money from the health care system, we suc-
ceed in keeping premiums down. When we
reduce paperwork requirements on our phy-
sicians, they have more time to spend with
their patients. Improving quality, eliminating
wasteful spending, and maintaining our val-
ues should be the goals we strive to achieve
in health care and every public policy we pur-
sue. I believe that we are achieving all three
goals with the release of today’s new stand-
ard.
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